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-- Former U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan said Tuesday that the United States needs to help assure Israel doesn't take

military action against Iran's nuclear capabilities. Former U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan, now head of the Ashraf camp in
Iraq, made the comments following a meeting with the U.S. ambassador to Iraq. In an interview with CNN's "New Day"

program, Annan said the U.S. should act now to take the lead in dealing with Iran, saying he hoped that would be enough to "get
the ball rolling on the diplomatic side." In a separate interview, former U.N. head Sergio Vieira de Mello also weighed in, saying

the U.S. must consider what might happen if Iran develops nuclear arms. "How do we hold Iran accountable?" Vieira said.
"What is the role of the United States when it comes to this issue? Are the nuclear facilities in Israel the only assets in the
Middle East that we are concerned about?" A spokesman for the U.S. mission to the U.N. said the United States had "no

comment." Israel is believed to be the only country with military means capable of striking Iran, if it is determined that its
nuclear capabilities are being used to produce weapons. Iran insists its program is for energy production and civilian purposes
only. Asked if the United States could do more on the diplomatic front, Annan said it would be "weird" not to have the U.S. at
the forefront. "I think the United States has a responsibility of course to help the Israelis, not by threatening or intimidating or
anything else, but by putting in place with Iran, first of all, a very clear signal and a very clear message to Iran not to go down
that route," he said. "We don't think that they should do that." A spokesman for the Israeli Embassy in Washington was not
immediately available to comment. Asked if the United States could be more helpful in a diplomatic solution to the Iranian

issue, Vieira said that would depend on the context. "This is a problem that has to be dealt with diplomatically, and I think Iran
must be part of it. "I think it
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