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time per day, and it takes long time to
enter every time. A: There is a client side
bug, that the activation key is not saved, if
you close the application. So, you have to
close the application and open it again for

it to work, after that, it will ask for you
license. Q: Why is instanceof deprecated?

I'm currently reading Eric Raymond's
"J2SE 5.0 Revisited" and I'm a bit

puzzled by the instanceof operator. To
me, it looks like it is a dangerous operator

because: It's not clear what other
classes/interfaces/subclasses are involved

It doesn't work in some cases:
java.lang.Number doesn't "cast" itself to
Number[], but it seems to cast itself to
Number It's not consistent, e.g. many

classes don't implement the no-arguments
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constructor, so it will fail for them. From
the same book, I see a more optimistic
note of the instanceof operator: When
used to determine type, it generally is

safe, as long as the classes and interfaces
you are testing are in the extended heap
class hierarchy. However, the book only
specifies what the spec says, not how it's

used, so I'm quite interested in what
experience others have with instanceof.
A: It's a bit dangerous, because it could

potentially lead to an infinite loop in some
classes. The problem is that there are both

Number and BigInteger and they both
define a no-arg constructor, but they don't
implement the same methods for the no-
arg constructor. In order to tell which one

the no-arg constructor is from, the
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method args.length is used (I don't think
the ordering of the methods is

guaranteed) and it is possible for the
invoked instanceof method to get a

reference to a constructor method that
returns false. If this call returns false, then

you've fallen into a "no-arg constructor,
but not Number" or "Number but not no-
arg constructor" loop. It could be written

more explicitly in the spec, but then it
would be harder to misread and it would

lead to even more discussion. A: The
instanceof operator is not deprecated, it
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